1024                              INDIAN MEDICINAL PLANTS
Leaves usually subopposite 10-15 by 4-7 cm, oblong 01 elliptic-
oblong, obtuse or subacute, pale dull gieen above, pale btown beneath,
shallowly crenateseriate in the upper part or sometimes throughout
base rounded or coidate, often unequal-sided, main nerves aicuate,
10-15 pans, veins reticulate, pellucid, petioles 6-10 mm. long, with
1 or usually 2 prominent glands at the top immediately below the
leaves Flowers sessile, in short axillary spikes 01 in terminal
panicles; bra&eoles Imeai-lanceolate, shoiter than the flowers, cadu-
cous. Calyx glabrous. Teeth triangular. Ovaiy quite glabrous;
disk clothed with yellowish or reddish hairs. Diupe 2.5-5 cfti., ovoid-
or obovoid- oblong, fibrous-woody, glabious, dark brown, with 5 hard
pi ejecting wings striated with numerous curved veins.
Bark smooth, pmKish grey. Sapwood reddish white, heartwood
brown, variegated with darker coloured streaks.
Distribution. Throughout the greater pan of India In the sub-Himalayan tract,
Chota Nagpur, Central India, Central Provinces, parts of the Bombay and Madras Pres,
Ceylon
The bark is acrid and sweet, cooling and heating; alexiteric,
styptic, tonic, antidysenteric; useful in fractures, ulceis, blood
diseases,, intoxications, urinary discharges, " kapha", biliousness,
strangury, diseases of the heart, anaemia, excessive perspiration,
asthma, tumours, leucuderma, and false presentations of the foetus;
allays thirst and relieves fatigue (Ayurveda).
The bark is bitter; expectorant, aphrodisiac, tonic, diuretic;
useful in biliousness, externally in wounds and fractures both
externally and internally in gleet and urinary discharges (Yunani).
In fractures and contusions, with excessive ecchymosis, powdered
arjun bark is recommended to be taken internally with milk A
decoction of the bark is used as a wash in ulcers and chancres.
The bark is astringent and febrifuge, the fruit tonic and
deobstruent,, the juice of the fresh /leaves is a remedy for earache
The bark is useful in bilious affections, and as an antidote to
poisons.
In Kangra, the bark is used to sores, etc. (Stewart).
The ashes of the plant are prescribed for snake-bite (Sushruta),
and tha bark for scorpion-sting (Vagbhata).